Issue 3

Future
/ssues of
Char Chat

(a note from the editor)

A number of people
have kindly
contacted me,
offering to distribute
copies of the
Newsletter in their
area — thank you!

This November
issue has been
distributed either by
post or through our
network of local
distributors.

We plan to have
three issues of
Char Chat each
year; the June
issue will be posted
(or distributed
through the
network).

However, in order
to keep costs (and
therefore your
Council tax!) down,
the February and
October issues will
be placed for
collection at a
number of central
locations: shops,
church porches,
village halls etc.
and distributed in
some areas
through our local
networks.

If you are able to
help with
distribution, please
contact Liz on
01297 560459.
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Dorset AONB Partnership -
Management Plan

The Dorset AONB Partnership is currently developing the first statutory Management Plan
for the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. This new plan highlights the key issues
affecting the AONB and sets a framework for future action to safeguard the area.

The key challenge is to conserve and enhance the environment while supporting the
communities that live in it. Never before has the Dorset AONB had a plan that addresses
this challenge from an AONB perspective. By presenting an agreed vision with clear aims
and policies, this plan provides a framework to guide and to manage change positively.

Since its designation in 1959, the Dorset AONB has seen many changes. One of the most
significant influences has been agriculture and the associated impact on landscape beauty.
Despite the current agricultural climate, farming still provides one of the cornerstones for
rural life as farmers manage the majority of the landscape. Since 1959, the rural landscape
has changed considerably, driven by national and European policies.  Agricultural
management has become more intensive and, while food has become cheaper, the
environmental price has been high. This, together with the growth of the tourism industry
and the needs of an increasing population, presents challenges. If not managed carefully,
there is a danger that the pressure of these challenges will damage the very things people
come here to enjoy.

The principles of the plan can be summarised as:

o Maximising Benefit: One of the AONB's most important and defining characteristics is
the diversity of the landscape. The health and potential of the landscape is just as
important as its visual appearance. Its health depends upon clean air, soil and water and
we will maximise the benefit if, as well as conserving its beauty, we ensure the
promotion and enhancement of the wider historical, social, ecological and economic
functions.

e Sensitive Change: it is important to recognise that the landscape cannot remain in aspic
- some change is necessary. Change, however, must be managed positively and actively,
with a full understanding of how it will affect the landscape and its associated functions
and qualities.

e Living Landscape: The Dorset AONB is a living landscape, shaped by human activity.
Demands on the landscape are increasing: tourism, agriculture, recreation, transport and
many other rural industries. The aim of a multi-functional approach is to ensure that
the functions of the AONB contribute to the beauty of the area and, in turn, the
functions benefit from a high quality environment.

o Tomorrow'’s Heritage: The plan aims to ensure that the best from the past is managed
into the future. Opportunities to develop new landscapes and features that contribute
to the beauty and benefits we enjoy should be considered.

Dorset's beautiful countryside is an important resource for us all. A consultation draft of
the Plan is available for your comments. Contact Graham Bryant, AONB Co-ordinator,
Dorset AONB Partnership, C/o Environmental Services, Dorset County Council, County Hall,
Dorchester DT1 1XJ, Tel: 01305 224279 or visit www.dorsetaonb.org.uk. Under the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, all AONBs must have an approved plan by April
2004. Comments on the Draft Plan are needed by 7th November 2003.



http://www.dorsetaonb.org.uk/
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Wootton
Parish
Meeting -
Apologies

In the last issue we
asked you to send
your email address to
the Secretary of the
Wootton Fitzpaine
Parish Meeting so that
you could be kept
informed about
Wootton activities.
Unfortunately, we
misquoted the
Secretary’s email
address. Please send
addresses to Marion
Brooks on
brooksies.manorgarde
ns@virgin.net and
include your full name.

BASE - the

Bridport Area
Scooter Enterprise

Young people are
frequently faced with
difficulties in gaining
access to
employment,
education and training,
due to a lack of
available transport.
BASE aims to provide
mopeds to rurally
isolated individuals
aged 16-25 in Bridport
and the surrounding
parishes.

A weekly fee is paid
by the participant to
cover servicing costs
and other wear and
tear and the young
person must complete
an application form
and obtain a reference
from either The Job
Centre, Connexions or
the Youth Service.

Want to know more?
Telephone Hannah -
07909 935 951 or
speak to your Youth
Worker, Connexions
Advisor or the Job
Centre Plus Team.

Char Valley Trail 3 Dorset County
Council Project Proposals 2002-2008

Purpose. It has been said that our beautiful Dorset coastline attracts oo many people, which
can lead to congestion along the coastal strip. The Western Dorset Downs and Valleys Project
proposes a solution to this problem - the creation of the Char Valley Trail.

The proposers of this new recreational route claim that the development of the Trail will: -

A attract people away from the coastline to explore nearby inland countryside and give locals
and tourists better opportunities to experience rural Dorset.

A qid the diversification of rural economy.

A enhance the environment through projects guided and supported by the Project Ranger and
partnership organisations.

A benefit physically impaired people through careful design of information centres and
countryside furniture.

Location. The Trail begins at the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre on Charmouth beach. and
continues through the town itself. It then enters the Marshwood Vale following the river Char
up to its source and finishes at Pilsdon Pen. The Trail will link to two other long-distance paths
- the Wessex Ridgeway and the South West Coastal Path. The choice of route was made in
consultation with the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre, Environment Agency, West Dorset
District Council and Dorset County Council Rights of Way section.

Trai/ Development. Development and implementation will extend over a six-year period from
2002 until 2008 but the majority of physical changes to the trail will be completed by April
2004. The Trail will follow existing public rights of way. As most of the Trail is made up of
public footpaths, its nature is necessarily biased fowards the needs of walkers. Two sections
of the Trail close to the A35 near Charmouth require major repairs. Both are permanently
waterlogged and will require improvements o drainage, bank stabilisation, and path surfacing.
Several legal issues relating to access to the Trail also need fo be resolved.

Community Trails. The Trail passes through eight parishes - Charmouth, Catherston Leweston,
Whitchurch Canonicorum, Marshwood, Bettiscombe, Stoke Abbott, Burstock, and Pilsden. The
intention is to involve local communities in creating community-led trails as a means of raising
awareness of the new Trail. The Project Ranger will help local communities to develop these
where there is support for the idea. It is possible that existing trails already use part of the
Trail and new waymarkers will then indicate the choices available.

Environmental Improvements. The West Dorset District Council's document West Dorset 2000
highlighted issues such as restoration, development, and management of the landscape along
the Char Valley as well as improvements to the river Char and its tributaries. These will be
addressed through collaboration with local communities and organisations such as the
Environment Agency, West Dorset District Council, the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group,
Department of the Environment, Farming and Rural Affairs and Dorset Wildlife Trust.

Local initiatives. The Project Ranger will assist parishes, communities and landowners with
advice, support and grant applications. Projects will develop as the Ranger works with these
groups and those mentioned in the previous paragraph.

Education and Public Awareness. The Trail will be promoted by the Western Dorset Downs and
Valleys Project as well as in its own right. Early tasks include production of an A5 Trail leaflet
and information panels located at three sites on the Trail. Local communities will help decide on
panel content and siting. If it can be justified, provision for educational visits will be made,
subject to a full risk assessment. A portable display is planned, to be shown in libraries, TICs
and village halls. A short film and a series of web pages will be made available, the latter by
March 2005.

Transport. As the Trail is almost straight, it is likely that car users will park at either end of
the Trail. After their walk, they will require transport back. Ways of meeting this need will be
investigated in collaboration with Dorset County Council and West Dorset District Council.
Publication material associated with the Trail will promote public transport services and any
Trail-user discounts offered.
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Proposed Char Valley Trail

Char Valley Parish Council response

Our understanding of the main objectives:

e There is a need to reduce the pressures of tourism along the coast and to provide more
accessible walks inland.

e The project would be designed to help the rural economy along the route and in nearby
villages.

e There could be projects to enhance the landscape e.g. money for hedge laying, coppicing,
riverbank stabilisation etc.

e There would be new gates, stiles, footbridges etc and maintenance to the rights-of-way
used for the trail.

e Community projects along the trail could also receive funding.

We support the overall aims of the project, but the idea of a 12 mile single line trail to Pilsdon
Pen is not supported. The landowners, many residents and Parish Councillors of Whitchurch
Canonicorum have expressed the view that they would prefer to see smaller interlocking trails
which bring walkers back to the starting point, whether from Charmouth, Whitchurch,
Broadoak, Pilsdon or places in between. These would be shorter walks of perhaps four to five
miles which could be extended by using more than one path where they cross. Keen walkers
already have several longer frails to use, but family groups with children form the largest
proportion of fourists to this area and fewer of them will want a 12 mile hike.

e  This would provide a greater variety of walks
e Would lessen the pressure on the footpaths and wildlife along the river
e Would prevent the need for walkers to use cars within the Vale or at Pilsdon Pen

The economy of the Char Valley depends on a mixture of farming and tourism. There are self-
catering holiday cottages, caravan sites and B&B accommodation in Whitchurch Canonicorum and
the Vale.

Pubs in the Vale that offer food as well as drink should be included in the scheme.
Those running holiday accommodation would appreciate information on the Char Valley, the
ways in which it is farmed, its economy and wildlife.

e Information boards suggested for Charmouth and Broadwindsor might be needed at
Whitchurch Canonicorum too.

e There is a community proposal for a local heritage, history and wildlife centre in
Whitchurch Canonicorum Church, which is under discussion by Whitchurch residents and the
Parochial Church Council. Could this be funded as a specific project?

e The Shrine of St Wita at the Church should be signed and information provided in
literature.

e There was approval for the advertising of accommodation, pubs and existing walks and

attractions within the Vale.

There are organic farm shops and farm produce is available in the Vale.

® Existing permissive farm walks should be incorporated into the scheme.

It was felt generally that we do already look after our environment and our holiday visitors and
that our footpaths are looked after by our own Footpath Officers. However, as long as there is
scope for the community and the landowners to say what they think would be better proposals
then there is room for negotiation. Local landowners do not resent people walking over the
paths, but do not want the area turned into a theme park, or to have large groups of walkers
together. There are already problems with gates left open, and with dogs both on and off leads,
and this must not be allowed to increase. Too many people will disturb the wildlife - otters,
badgers, deer, birds - which we try to protect.

If you have any comments, please contact the Clerk to the Council, Charlotte Hughes, 42 Fishweir
Fields, Bridport, Dorset, DT6 3HF, Tel: 01308 421410, email ch@rlotte.org.uk

The Bopper

Bus is off the

ground and ready to
take children aged
8-19 to Bridport
Leisure Centfre on
Friday nights.

The 25-seater bus will
serve young people who
live in Chideock,
Charmouth, Wootton
Fitzpaine, Whitchurch
Canonicorum, Ryall,
Morcombelake and
Symondsbury. The
Leisure Centre staff has
specially arranged an
excellent range of
activities and these will
be followed by a swim.
The bus trip and all the
activities at the Leisure
Centre will be fully
supervised. PLEASE
SIGN UP SOON - first
come, first served! It is
necessary to fill in an
application form for a
membership card before
buying a ticket. Tickets
are only £1 and must be
bought in advance.

Contact Mrs Kate
Geraghty, Vital Villages
Transport Group 01297
489422 for further
information and
application forms.

caring for
Life J Are
you?

St John Ambulance is
running a free course
for carers. To find out
more about the informal
carers training and
support programme,
please telephone Julie
on 01305 751162

Accounts

Our thanks to Simon
Christopher for auditing
the Parish Council
accounts.
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Our footpaths are enjoyed by
walkers the year 'round. Dog
owners are asked to make sure
that paths are free of fouling.
Keep dogs under control,
especially when around
livestock. Stray or roaming
dogs may be reported to the
Dog Warden pm 01305
252372.

Fred and Dave stood staring

Be kind to other drivers in the lanes: give way to large and cumbersome
vehicles, try not to get impatient when behind slow-moving drivers.

Remember, responsibility for cutting the hedges along the lanes rests
with the landowner, farmer or householder.

The farmer should remove mud or slurry dropped on roads. If it
causes a serious hazard, it may be reported to the police.

Spot kept Susi

The bonfire code:

A If possible, light bonfires after 5.30pm

Check with neighbours so they can close windows and take in
washing

Check for wet paint

Check how close the bonfire is to the road or hedge

What is being burnt? Check for toxic material.

> >

> >

Al fie waited for a reply to his smoke sign

Be aware of the Countryside Code when out walking: Close
gates, keep dogs under control, stick to marked footpaths.

Landowners are asked to keep paths clear, to keep stiles
and gates in good repair and to make sure footpath signs
are clearly visible.

Walkers should report any paths that are impassable to the
Rights of Way Officers, Mr & Mrs J E Bridle, Cold
Harbour, Morcombelake, Bridport, Dorset, DT6 6EP, Tel
01297 489711 or Mr & Mrs D Newman, Peal House,
Whitchurch Canonicorum, Bridport, Dorset, DT6 6RH, Tel
01297 489781

Sid emerged from the wund
Our thanks to Sue Warren for the sketches
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Editors: Trevor Chambers (01297 489349) and Liz Daros (01297 560459)









