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HOUSEHOLD SECTION

YOUR HOUSEHOLD

Question 1
Total number of people who took part in this survey:
939

Number of households taking part in this survey:

382

(78.0% of all households in Char Valley Parish Council)

Question 2
The number of people in each age group:

Please note that not all age groups cover a similar age range.

M

F

Total

Percentage

Notes:

  0-4


24

20

44

4.7%


Total under school leaving

 5-10


41

33

74

7.9% 


age 20.2%

11-15


34

17

51

5.4%

16-17


9

12

21

2.2%

18-24


26

17

43

4.6%

25-44


75

92

167

17.8%

45-59


104

119

223

23.7%

60-64


46

43

89

9.5%


Total over the age of 65

65-74


56

55

111

11.8%


24.1%

75-84


42

54

96

10.2%

85+


10

10

20

2.1%

Question 3
Where does your household live ?

Please note, these areas do not correspond to individual Parish boundaries.

Whitchurch Canonicorum Village and Vale

76
20%

Fishpond and Abbott’s Wootton


29
7.6%

Morcombelake, Ryall and Stanton St Gabriel

155
40.8%

Wootton Fitzpaine and Monkton Wyld


101
26.6%

Stonebarrow Lane, Bellair, and Fern Hill

19
5%

Question 4
Is this dwelling your household's main residence ?

Yes


377
99.2%

No


3
0.8%

Question 5 
Is this dwelling ?

Tick one box only

Private rented





20
5.3%

Housing Association rented



20
5.3%

Shared ownership (part owned/part rented)

2
0.5%

Provided as part of employment (e.g. agriculture)
9
2.4%

Owner occupied




325
85.5%

Other (community dwellings 2)



3
0.8%

Question 6
Which sewage disposal system do you have ?

Tick more than one box if appropriate

The only mains drainage is on Stonebarrow Lane and Fernhill, but some other people think their house is on mains drainage.

Mains drainage


12
3.2%


note: sum of septic tanks and bio disks

Septic tank



321
84.5%


343 (90.3%) and the “other” category

Sealed tank



14
3.7%


should probably be added in here too.

Bio disk



22
5.8%


Reed bed purification 


4
1.1%

Other 
(soakaway 2,


4
1.1% 

main drainage (2)!

Further comment:

Mains drainage. No other single factor would contribute to pollution control more than this. Mains Gas with mains drainage would bring the 21st century to the Vale. (3) Some years ago the District Council carried out a survey regarding a sewerage system for the area. We have heard nothing since, either positive or negative. A mains sewerage system would avoid the need for the large number of private systems, many of which are known to be inefficient causing pollution to local watercourses and thus a danger to public health and wildlife.

Question 7
If you do not have mains gas, would you like to be connected to the gas main ?

Yes


170
44.7%

No


156
41.1%

Don't know 

40
10.5%

Question 8
Do you have flooding problems with surface water or storm drainage on your property ?

Tick one box only

Many problems

18
4.7%



Few problems


102
26.8%



No problems


256
67.4%

HOUSING NEED

Question 9
Is any individual in your household, or your whole household, currently in need of alternative 

accommodation ?

Yes

18
4.7%

6 from Monkton Wyld

No

360
94.7%

Further Comments:

Son recently left home. Struggling to find affordable housing in the area.

Question 10
How many people in your household, who are at present not in need of housing, are likely to be looking 

for affordable housing within five years ?



88
mainly teenage children and the elderly. Exact analysis to follow.

Question 11
If you said YES to Question 9, where do you as a household or individual need to move to ?

Tick one box only

Another dwelling in your present community

6
1.6%

Another dwelling in Char Valley (see map)

5
1.3%

Outside the Char Valley but within 10 miles 

7
1.8%

Question 12
Who is looking for alternative accommodation ?

Tick more than one box as appropriate

Whole family


4
1.1%

Son/daughter


13
3.4%

Elderly person 

5
1.3%

Single person


5
1.3%

Question 13
Why does your household/individual need to move ?

Give the most important reason only. Tick one box only.

For employment reasons




1
0.3%

For education






1
0.3%

To move to a larger home




1
0.3%

To move to a smaller home




2
0.5%

To set up independent home for the first time

10
2.6%

To meet the needs of an elderly or disabled person

3
0.8%

To move to a more urban area



2
0.5%

Family break up





1
0.3%

Medical






0
0.0%

Social







2
0.5%

Lack of public transport




0
0.0%

Question 14
What sort of dwelling is needed by the household or individual ?

Tick more than one box if appropriate

House





14
3.7%

Bungalow




11
2.9%

Flat or maisonette



7
1.8%

Specially adapted home


0
0.0%

Sheltered accommodation


1
0.3%

Nursing home accommodation 

0
0.0%

Question 15
What type of accommodation is needed by the household/individual ?

Tick more than one box if appropriate

Private rented




3
0.8%

Housing association rented 


7
1.8%

Housing Association shared ownership
2
0.5%

Housing limited to local people

6
1.6%

Owner occupied



11
2.9%

Ownership limited to first time buyers
8
2.1%

Question 16
How many bedrooms are needed ?

Average 2
EDUCATION

Question 17
Enter the number of children in your household who attend the following :

Whitchurch Play Group



9

Nursery school




6

Charmouth Primary School



43

Marshwood Primary School



8

The Woodroffe School




46

Colyton Grammar School



3

Mountjoy School or other special needs school
2

Educated at home




2

Other school





40
Note: mainly private schools, but also

Exeter College





2
out of catchment primaries at Bridport

Weymouth College




1
Axminster, Lyme Regis & Symondsbury

Yeovil College





1

Question 18
Are you happy with the education provided for your child/children ?

Yes

79
20.8% 

No

9
2.4%

Further comments:

Charmouth Primary School – class still too big.(1). Insufficient Special Needs support (1).
Question 19
If any of your children are unable to take part in after school activities, please give the reasons why :

Tick more than one box if appropriate

Lack of transport home

15
3.9%

Expense of transport home

6
1.6%

Special needs not catered for

0
0.0%

Both parents work


10
2.6%

Question 20
Does your household have a home computer with internet access ?

Yes

193
50.8%

No

177
46.6%

VEHICLES

Question 21
How many roadworthy vehicles are kept by your household ?

Cars/vans



547

Motor bikes/scooters


25

Specially adapted vehicles

0

Trucks/4 wheel drive


62

PERSONAL SECTION

Number of respondents to this section over the age of 18
692
Number on the electoral rolls




975 
Number answering this survey 



71.0% of electors

Question 22
Gender

Male


328
47.4%

Female


363
52.5%

Other


1
0.1%

Question 23
What age group do you belong to? 

18-24   

30
4.4%

25-44   

154
22.4%

45-59   

204
29.7%

60-64   

84
12.2%

65-74   

104
15.1%

75-84   

92
13.4%

85+ 


19
2.8%

Question 24
How did you come to live in the Char Valley area ?

Number of respondents to question 676. This is 97.7% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box as appropriate 

Born here




103
15.2%

Work in area




135
20.0%

Came to be near relatives


53
7.8%

Retired here




150
22.2%

Marriage




85
12.6%

Came with family



108
16.0%

Came to live in the countryside

232
34.3%

Question 25
What is most important to you about living in your present home ?

Number of respondents to question 672. This is 97.1% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only

The community


131
19.5%

The environment


318
47.3%

Your own house


120
17.9%

To be near the sea


55
8.2%

Other:
Employers(1)


48
7.1%

EMPLOYMENT

This section was difficult for many people to fill in, as such a large number of those in work do several different jobs. Also, many have said that they work all over the country or all over the West, not in any one fixed place.

Question 26
Are you at present ?

Number of respondents to question 676. This is 97.7% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only

An employee (full or part time)

162
24%

Note: total working 49.9%

Unemployed




12
1.8%

In training/education 1.7%

Self-employed - employing other people
61
9.0%

Self employed - not employing anyone
114
16.9%

In a government training scheme

1
0.1%

In full-time education



11
1.6%

Unwaged housewife/husband


55
8.1%

Retired





248
36.7%

Permanently sick/disabled


12
1.8%

Question 27
If you are actively seeking work, are there any barriers that are preventing you from taking up 

employment, training or study opportunities ?

Number of respondents to question 35. This is 5.1% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate 

Lack of alternative care for adult dependent


1
2.9%

Lack of child care locally




6
17.1%

Cost of child care





9
25.7%

Lack of access to transport




3
8.6%

I don't have the right type of qualifications/training

6
17.1%

Disability or ill health of some kind



3
8.6%

Lack of information/advice




2
5.7%

None of these






13
37.1%

Further comments:

Local employment desperately needed within convenient distance (Monkton Wyld)
Question 28
If you are employed, what is the business of your MAIN employer ?

Number of respondents to question 192. This is 27.7% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only

Agriculture/Forestry



29
15.1%

Horticulture/Gardening


5
2.6%

Tourism e.g. hotels - catering - B&B

17
8.9%

Food Processing



3
1.5%

Construction & Building trades

21
10.9%

Retail





8
4.2%

Service e.g. hairdressing


12
6.3%

Financial/Professional services

12
6.3%

Local Government or Public Sector

61
31.8%

Note: Includes a very large 

Transport/Communications


6
3.1%

number of Care Workers.

Manufacturing




11
5.7%

Art/Craft/Journalism/Writing/Music

7
3.6%

Further comment:

To be realistic, farmers and landowners will look to maximise the returns from their business in co-operation with the tourist industry. The National Trust occupies large tracts of land in the area; what proportion of the population do they employ and what positive contribution do they make to the community living in the rural areas that have been gifted to them?

Question 29
Where is your MAIN place of work (including those running a business or self employed) ?

Number of respondents to question 305. This is 44.1% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only 

At home




104
34.1%

Note:
“At home” plus “Char Valley

Within the Char Valley area


45
14.8%


area” = 48.9%

Charmouth




12
3.9%

Lyme Regis




24
7.9%

Bridport




36
11.8%

Dorchester




6
2.0%

Axminster




7
2.3%

Crewkerne




3
1.0%

Yeovil





4
1.3%

Other



64
21.0%

Note: 
some work further away, others

work all over the place.

RUNNING A BUSINESS OR SELF EMPLOYED

Question 30
If you are self employed or run a business IN THE CHAR VALLEY AREA into which category does it fall ?

Number of respondents to question 159. This is 23% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box as appropriate 

Agriculture/Forestry



41
25.8%

Horticulture/Gardening


12
7.5%

Tourism e.g. Hotels/Catering/B & B 

34
21.4%

Food Processing



3
1.9%

Retail





5
3.1%

Construction/Building trades


17
10.7%

Other Service e.g. hairdressing

17
10.7%

Finance/Professional Services

27
17.0%

Transport/Communications


4
2.5%

Manufacturing




5
3.1%

Art/Craft/Journalism/Writing/Music

19
11.9%

Other 





6
3.8%

Question 31
If you are running a business in the Char Valley area, do you need any of the following?

Number of respondents to question 61. This is 8.8% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate 

More farm buildings 




19
31.1%

New farm shop




2
3.3%

Extension or conversion of existing buildings

37
60.7%

Small scale light-industrial workshop


11
18.0%

Small scale craft workshop



12
19.7%

Contractors’ machinery yard



3
4.9%

More tourist facilities or attractions


17
27.9%

Other






9
14.8%

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Question 32
Under the Local Plan (at present under review) no new houses, on new sites, can be built within our Char 

Valley area, with the possible exception of affordable or agricultural tied housing.  It is permissible to alter or extend a house, or to knock one down and build another in its place, given appropriate planning permission. This policy is designed to protect the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and concentrate development in the towns and villages where there are already facilities.  Do you agree/disagree with this policy?

Number of respondents to question 654. This is 94.5% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only

Agree with this policy


517
79.1%

Disagree with this policy 

93
14.2%

No opinion



44
6.7%

Further Comments:

There should be no development of any kind in this area. It would ruin one of the few unspoilt areas of England. This is our asset and it must be safeguarded.

A beautiful area, but cannot become a museum, must have suitable small-scale development. office, light industrial, agricultural, tourism (1).

Flexibility required. Each case on its own merits.

I am concerned about the large number of properties used as holiday/weekend homes – occupied for no more than a few weeks a year.

Serious consideration should be given by the “powers that be” as to the size and quality (i.e. fitting into the existing community) when demolishing an existing building and replacing with another (2).

Infilling in villages such as Morcombelake should be permitted. Affordable housing in very small groups and in traditional style as in Abbotsbury.

Please make sure that any planning consents strictly adhere to the natural beauty of Fernhill Conservation area. How come the Fernhill Hotel has been allowed to scar the area?
Mobile phone masts and TETRA a problem in the AONB. I am very worried about the TETRA masts that we might be getting; put the Health and Safety issue (2). The pylons. These are inconsistent with the area’s designation of AONB. The PC should be lobbying hard to have them routed underground.

Wootton has done a great amount during the last several years to bridge the gap from estate to a free village. There is enough rented property for working families; more would unbalance the village. More should be done to join the two halves of the village together. The danger, without some growth, is that the village will cease to be a community and become just a collection of houses (1).

Due to agriculture being in decline, I feel agricultural ties should be lifted.

More attention should be paid to providing and protecting nesting sites for bird species which rely on buildings. These include swifts, swallows, housemartins, house sparrows and starlings, all of which are in serious decline, partly due to loss of nesting sites.
Hardown Hill: We think there should be restrictions on the use of earth-moving machinery around Hardown Hill. There has been a proliferation of wooden huts and sheds which should be controlled. Hardown Hill should be made a conservation area. Object strongly to mobile telephone installation on Hardown Hill and other places of recreation and Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Question 33
Should the following be encouraged in and around your community ?

Number of respondents to question 623. This is 90.0% of those filling in the Personal Section










Strongly in

In favour

No strong










favour





opinion

More tourism development/attractions


34
5.5%

87
14.0%

83
24.7%

Small scale light-industrial or craft workshops

71
11.4%

153
24.6%

150
15.4%

Conversion of farm buildings to other business

64
10.3%

176
28.3%

109
19.4%

Conversion of farm buildings to affordable housing

125
20.1%

177
28.4%

80
13.8%

New village shop/PO





156
25.0%

126
20.2%

127
4.7%

Coffee or tea shop





44
7.1%

89
14.3%

199
8.7%









Have reservations

Definitely not

More tourism development/attractions


154
24.7%


183
29.4%

Small scale light-industrial or craft workshops

96
15.4%


75
12.0%

Conversion of farm buildings to other business

121
19.4%


70
11.2%

Conversion of farm buildings to affordable housing

86
13.8%


80
12.8%

New village shop/PO





29
4.7%


101
16.2%

Coffee or tea shop





54
8.7%


136
21.8%

Question 34
What do you think about the number of houses that have been built in your village over the last 10 years ?

Number of respondents to question 642. This is 92.8% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate 

About right




185
28.8%

Too much expensive housing


121
18.8%

Too little affordable housing


156
24.3%

No new houses have been built

155
24.1%

No opinion




128
19.9%

Further comments:

No new houses recently built but 3 ruins completely flattened and then re-built – not as planning granted – and all those sold have either been added to or “improved” unsympathetically regarding AONB. Future development within CVPC needs urgent far-sighted planning. (Fishpond)
40 years ago Fishpond was a vibrant community substantially bigger than it is today. Now it is a straggle of houses mainly populated by the elderly. In no small part, planning restrictions are responsible for its demise. We would welcome a sensible element of new development being permitted but it has to be properly controlled; the issue is of permitting appropriate developments, if possible using existing building stock (farm buildings etc) to create a mixed community. We need affordable housing stock for the local community, and good schools and other services, and a nice environment. A nice environment means no pylons.

Question 35
What type(s) of housing development would be acceptable in your community ?

Number of respondents to question 641. This is 92.6% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate 

None








167
26.1%

Single dwellings in controlled locations 



243
37.9%

Small group(s) of fewer than 10




74
11.5%

Conversion of redundant buildings for housing


353
55.1%

Small developments of housing association houses


140
21.8%

Further comments:

We do not need more expensive housing or more retired people or the balance, which is already wrong, will kill off the community (1). Much of the affordable housing has been sold off and there is no newly built affordable housing (1). If the Vale is to remain a living, healthy community, then affordable houses and homes for local people and for young working families are essential (1). Most important – affordable housing specifically for the young, either to rent or to buy.

Jobs with prospects and decent pay FIRST, rather than living with a “poverty conscious” attitude. Wages are too low.  Housing for young: it would be nice to have younger, intelligent people around, gives life and energy and doesn’t have to make the countryside ugly.

Any form of multiple housing development (irrespective of affordability) would be unsuitable for these villages. New homes should follow the traditional established pattern of individual houses with good sized surrounding gardens allowing space for tree cover to soften and enhance the buildings as befits the status of this area.

There is no suitable land for housing development in Ryall (1). Housing should be expanded in the towns not villages (1).

Too many second home owners. Houses empty more than used.

No main drainage.

Question 36
Would you be in favour of a housing a development in your area designed to meet the needs of local 

people ?

Number of respondents to question 638. This is 92.2% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only 

Yes


304
47.6%

No


235
36.8%

No opinion

99
15.5%

Further comment:

I agree, but one such development was built in Morcombelake and ended up with all outsiders. Can you stop this next time?

Question 37
In relation to tourism development, should there be development in the Char Valley, of  any of the 

following ?

Number of respondents to question 618. This is 89.3% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate 

Sites for touring caravans/tents


71
11.5%

Sites for permanent caravans



26
4.2%

Better landscaping and screening of sites

270
43.7%

Guest houses/B&B




175
28.3%

Group accommodation for Jurassic Coast study
153
24.8%

More self-catering holiday accommodation

62
10.0%

Do not want any further development


322
52.1%

Question 38
Do you think sufficient publicity is given to planning applications in the Char Valley area ?

Number of respondents to question 642. This is 92.8% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only

Yes


253
39.4%

No

 
220
34.3%

No opinion

169
26.3%

Further comment:

E. Devon does very well with details always listed in the “freebie” Midweek Herald. The West Dorset planning is in the Western Gazette and the Bridport News.

We think that the immediate neighbours, or anyone who may have a problem with a particular development should be informed, either by the Council or the people proposing a development, as not everyone reads small print in the paper! Sometimes it is too late to object.

If more people attended Meetings they would be aware of what is happening, they are held often enough, and notices are put up in good time. People who buy property in this area are aware of what buildings are nearby i.e. pubs, Church, halls, so should not complain about some inconvenience which is the result of activities in those areas. That’s what keeps a community alive.

TRANSPORT AND PARKING

Question 39
Are you a driver who has daytime access to a vehicle ?

Number of respondents to question 660. This is 95.4% of those filling in the Personal Section

Yes


578
87.6%

No


82
12.4%

Question 40
Which of the following is your MAJOR means of transport ?

Number of respondents to question 658. This is 95.1% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only as appropriate 

Car/motorbike



616
93.6%

Bicycle




2
0.3%

Taxi




11
1.7%

Bus/coach on A35


19
2.9%

Weekly village bus to Bridport
6
0.9%

Weekly village bus to Axminster 
4
0.6%

Further comments:

In my village (Fishpond) there are several elderly ladies living alone. If I were one I would be grateful for a minibus at least once a week to take me into Axminster to do shopping etc. preferably on Market Day (Thursday).

Question 41
Do you personally experience parking problems in any of the following places ?

Number of respondents to question 642. This is 92.8% of those filling in the Personal Section

YES



NO

Outside Whitchurch Canonicorum Village Hall 

27
5.5%


362
73.7%

Outside Morcombelake URC Hall



149
30.3%


202
41.1%

For Stanton St Gabriel Church



69
14.1%


199
40.5%

For Whitchurch Canonicorum Church



103
21.0%


227
46.2%

For Wootton Fitzpaine Church




24
4.9%


229
46.6%

For Wootton Fitzpaine Cemetery



35
7.1%


211
43.0%

For Fishpond Church





14
2.9%


205
41.8%

For Monkton Wyld Church




16
3.3%


210
42.8%

Cars blocking the entrance to your home


44
9.0%


301
61.3%

Other, Moores’ Bakery, Morcombelake PO (17)

38
7.7%


122
24.8%

Charmouth (3), Bridport –esp. for disabled (2), Stonebarrow Lane.

Further comments:

Concern over access for Fire Engine when cars are parked around the Church in Whitchurch.

Most of Morcombelake’s current parking problems could be solved if land to the West of The Olde English were to be purchased by either West Dorset District Council or Dorset County Council. This could provide car parking for Moores’ Bakery, St Gabriels Church, the P.O., people continuing journeys by bus, a site for a new village hall with parking, space for bottle banks etc and would be at about the right place for a light controlled crossing on the A35.

Outside the URC Hall, cars parked can block entrance to our lane (1). I was in Morcombelake Church Hall when someone died, and the ambulance could not get through due to parked cars for a Jumble Sale (1).

Local residents should have FREE PARKING in nearby towns to support local retailers.

Question 42
If a village car park was provided at Morcombelake, would you use it for ?

Number of respondents to question 291. This is 42.1% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate

Parking to continue a journey by bus



66
22.7%

Parking to walk on National Trust land


161
55.3%

Parking to use James Hargreaves (URC) Hall


136
46.7%

Other: Post Office (8), Church, visiting friends (2).

40
13.7%

Pick up point for group transport, Moores’ Bakery (2)
Further comments:

A car parking area in Morcombelake would enable people to use Hall, Church, NT areas or local transport and visit local people without causing obstructions and enraging certain inhabitants.

The National Trust has bought up land all around and is a very wealthy organisation. With World Heritage status. car parks should be provided free, they should be giving something back to local people.

Question 43
If a car park was provided in Morcombelake, would you be willing to pay charges at a meter ?

Number of respondents to question 481. This is 69.5% of those filling in the Personal Section

Yes



138
28.7%

No



343
71.3%

Question 44
How often do you use the following services ?

Number of respondents to question 508. This is 73.4% of those filling in the Personal Section

Daily



Weekly



Monthly

Buses on A35


10
2.0%


18
3.5%


7
1.4%

Weekly village bus

0
0.0%


8
1.6%


1
0.2%

Taxi



3
0.6%


11
2.2%


12
2.4%

Train at Axminster

0
0.0%


9
1.8%


38
7.5%

Coach 



0
0.0%


1
0.2%


1
0.2%

Occasionally



Never

Buses on A35


121
23.8%



352
69.3%

Weekly village bus

40
7.9%



459
90.3%

Taxi



255
50.2%



227
44.6%

Train at Axminster

354
69.7%



107
21.0%

Coach 



106
20.9%



400
78.7%

Further comments:

No late trains to Axminster from London

Buses stop running too early (2). I cannot get home after going to Theatre at Arts Centre in Bridport. If a bus went every ½ hour until 11.30 p.m. I would give up my car. 

Would like BUS STOP written on lay-by near Moores Bakery (2). People do not know where to wait for buses near Moores and the buses stop anywhere between Moores and the PO.

Question 45
Would you like to see any improvements in the weekly village bus service with regard to ?

Number of respondents to question 570. This is 82.4% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate 

Routes





56
9.8%

Timetable




75
13.2%

Cost





42
7.4%

Reliability




26
4.6%

Bus stop location



36
6.3%

Access for those with disabilities

44
7.7%

No opinion




423
74.2%

Further comment:

If there was a bus stop outside my home and a bus I could catch during Mon-Fri, falling in work hours I would catch it.

Local bus service used briefly and will be fondly remembered. Excellent service. Would love to see it running twice during weekdays. More and run later, then we might use it.

The local bus is not always convenient just running on a Wednesday, if your doctor is off that day. How about a Post Bus?

Am aware that there is not a bus sign outside Moores Bakery. I know quite a lot of our villagers use the Bus Service this being one of the stopping places. Only the locals would know this!

Villages should be served by frequent local buses linking Charmouth, Wootton Fitzpaine, Whitchurch Canonicorum, Ryall & Morcombelake, not just by an hourly service on the A35.

The local bus, once a week on Wednesday is fine for us should we need it, but the timetable allows only 2 hrs or less for a shopping expedition to Bridport. Should one want to browse or have a coffee with a friend or even lunch – there is no provision.

Better bus service would help Whitchurch, which is on the flat. But Morcombelake is hilly. Old people coming back from Bridport, heavily laden, still have a job climbing the hills. Better a car waiting at Morcombelake bus stop once or twice a week to take them up the hill.

Question 46
Would you support any of the following control measures on Char Valley roads ?

Number of respondents to question 644. This is 93.1% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate 

A 20 mph speed limit within villages

334
51.9%

Traffic calming within villages


234
36.3%

Children at play signs within villages

276
42.9%

Speed reduction in the lanes


362
56.2%

A 30 mph limit through Morcombelake
331
51.4%

Speed cameras in Morcombelake

247
38.4%

None of the above



75
11.6%

Further comment:

The most damage to the countryside and byways is use of the lanes by uncontrolled heavy traffic, in particular Berne Lane which is now used by many commercial vehicles as a short cut across country. This lane is slowly being reduced to a cart track. Many parents of Playgroup children complain about how dangerous the journey is to the Whitchurch Hall; particularly those who travel along Berne Lane. Their main concern is the traffic speed. 

Speed limit through the villages (3). Who is going to enforce this? (1) 

As parents of young children, we have been very concerned at the level of speeding cars in the country lanes. We have never seen a police officer or car here in the 7 months we have lived here. There appear to be no signs for motorists entering the village or indeed in it. Please provide signs and at least a presence of Police occasionally.

Needed urgently: the road surface to be brought up to an acceptable standard; a 20mph speed limit; a weight restriction (7 tonnes except for access). Last time round the PC voted against the sensible regulation of HGVs in the Vale even though all the PCs had endeavoured to get something done, and so undermined the wishes of the electorate expressed in the 1989 Appraisal review. After all, this is a conservation village (Whitchurch Canonicorum).

Restrict enormous lorries to access only. Limit urgently, size of lorries allowed in, as verges, banks, hedges are being destroyed. (13). Passing places needed (1). I feel the amount of traffic is spoiling lanes. It is unsafe to walk or cycle around our lanes. Corkscrew Hill has become a rat run used by huge lorries to and from all the building in Lyme. They are churning up verges. We need some lanes with no traffic allowed, to enable people to walk in safety without fumes, being hit, abused etc.

I cannot walk my children where I live. We are surrounded by major roads. I would move tomorrow if I could. The traffic is ruining any quality of life. The garden is a no go area – too much noise and fumes (Fernhill). In the summer with tourists it is impossible to gain access to our nearest shops etc. I know we need them (tourists) but it keeps locals away. We live in between, feel we do not belong, are often forgotten. Where I live is definitely neither country nor village, we have the worst of both worlds. (Fernhill)

Provide public transport.

Traffic calming in villages (1). Speed reduction needed in ALL villages (3). Sun Lane should be one way traffic.

A35:

Do not make roads bigger and faster, it would bring in more people. (4). De-trunk the A35 (6) and follow Lake District National Park standards (3) Diversion of heavy traffic off the A35 (3) 

Do not build bypasses. (3) A Chideock and Morcombelake bypass (2). There seems not to be any consultation between national and local planning. i.e. we have tourism development in Western counties but no road system to supply it (1). It is essential to have some sort of bypass for Chideock and Morcombelake. It is very bad all of the time, but the summer months are horrific (1). This road is a blight on our otherwise beautiful area. The continuous noise and fumes are too appalling (2)
The speed limit through Morcombelake must be reduced! Every day we put our children’s lives in danger when we pull out onto the A35 opposite the Ship Inn. Visibility is terrible at this point due to the bends in the road. We have an extremely limited view of approaching traffic as it has of us! Many vehicles break the speed limit here making the situation very dangerous for all concerned (2) Restrictions on speed (4). 30 mph speed limit wanted but no streetlights (1). Hardly any drivers take any notice of the 40 mph sign in fact the vast majority go through Morcombelake well over 50 mph. Perhaps cameras would help! (2). Speed limit enforcement needed.
Turning right off the A35 to go to Whitchurch is very hazardous. Again, traffic travels too fast through the village. It is terrifying to wait there and see a lorry looming up in your rear view mirror not knowing whether they will stop in time. Larger signs warning of the possibility of people turning right might help.

Pedestrian crossing in Morcombelake (6). The A35 is a very busy road. Crossing points near the bus stops and the Post Office would mean I wouldn’t have to wait (sometimes for up to 10 mins) in order to safely cross. We need a safe crossing of the A35 for residents (i.e. to Morcombelake Post Office), walkers, tourists, horse-riders, school children etc. (1).
It is a nightmare travelling along the A35 in the summer months. A Bypass for Chideock and possibly Morcombelake is the only answer to these blighted villages. We all have to put up with the possibility that emergency vehicles will take longer than necessary to get through. While provision of a Chideock and Morcombelake bypass is difficult, traffic is increasing. The main reasons for finding a solution are:

1. Traffic noise in the villages (could be helped by resurfacing with a quieter surface c.f. surfacing on the Bridport to Dorchester stretch). The noise in Morcombelake is increased by the amphitheatre effect of Hardown Hill.

2. There is no alternative route to the Chideock and Morcombelake stretch and it has therefore a greater throughput than the A35 either side. If blocked by an accident, services are held up.

3. The real problem is not so much HGVs as tourist and local car and van traffic, which is intolerable in the summer.

4. It was approved by a Public Inquiry.

Cats eyes are a vast source of noise (double lines are restricting lane width, and HGVs are running over them).

HEALTH

Question 47
Is your doctor's surgery/health centre in ?

Number of respondents to question 657. This is 94.9% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only 

Charmouth

233
35.5%

Lyme Regis

104
15.8%

Bridport

199
30.3%

Axminster

77
11.7%

Other


44
6.7%

Question 48
If you wish to have an NHS dentist, are you having difficulty in signing on with one ?

Number of respondents to question 578. This is 83.5% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only

Yes


145
25.1%

No


433
74.9%

Further comment:

Problems in finding an NHS dentist prepared to accept us. Our dentist in Lyme Regis of nearly 20 years is retiring. His replacement has said he is prepared to accept adults on a private basis. In our efforts to get signed on with an NHS dentist in Charmouth we have been told we must go on a waiting list of probably some months. The NHS dentist in Bridport has said he will not accept anyone living outside Bridport. Thus we have been compelled to sign on with an NHS dentist in Dorchester which is a long way for us to travel.

Did have great difficulty and now have to travel many miles.

Question 49
Does a friend or relative give you help with any of the following ?

Number of respondents to question 63. This is 9.1% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate

Dressing

10
15.9%

Bathing

9
14.3%

Shopping

47
74.6%

Cooking

19
30.2%

Housework

40
63.5%

Question 50
Are there adaptations required to make your home more suitable for your health needs?

Number of respondents to question 562. This is 81.2% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only

Yes


29
5.2%

No


533
94.8%

Question 51
If you have used any of the following services (not private), which cover your area, during the last year, 

how do you rate the service ?

Number of respondents to question 584. This is 84.4% of those filling in the Personal Section

Good


Reasonable


Poor

Doctor





426
72.9%

89
15.2%


8
1.4%

District Nurse




71
12.2%

13
2.2%


0
0.0%

Health visitor




31
5.3%

4
0.7%


1
0.2%

Home help




4
0.7%

1
0.2%


0
0.0%

Care in the Community nursing

12
2.1%

2
0.3%


0
0.0%

Hospital transport



23
3.9%

5
0.9%


4
0.7%

Maternity care




18
3.1%

1
0.2%


0
0.0%

Chiropody




31
5.3%

2
0.3%


2
0.3%

Loan of medical equipment 


37
6.3%

5
0.9%


0
0.0%

Meals on wheels



1
0.2%

0
0.0%


0
0.0%

Counselling services



8
1.4%

2
0.3%


3
0.5%

Physiotherapy services


44
7.5%

8
1.4%


5
0.9%

No Opinion


Not used the service

Doctor





5
0.9%


56
9.6%

District Nurse




1
0.2%


211
36.1%

Health visitor




3
0.5%


224
38.4%

Home help




5
0.9%


228
39.0%

Care in the Community nursing

1
0.2%


232
39.7%

Hospital transport



2
0.3%


222
38.0%

Maternity care




1
0.2%


228
39.0%

Chiropody




1
0.2%


224
38.4%

Loan of medical equipment 


1
0.2%


216
37.0%

Meals on wheels



2
0.3%


237
40.6%

Counselling services



1
0.2%


229
39.2%

Physiotherapy services


1
0.2%


216
37.0%

Further comments:

GP good. Dorchester consultants poor. Fast without thoroughness.

The physiotherapist was excellent when I got there, but the very long waiting time for an appointment led to a wasted spring and summer hobbling around.

EMERGENCY SERVICES AND POLICING

Question 52
What are your views on the standard of the following services in West Dorset ?

Number of respondents to question 623. This is 90.0% of those filling in the Personal Section

Good


Reasonable


Poor

Fire




181
29.1%

37
5.9%


4
0.6%

Ambulance (Emergency) 

172
27.6%

70
11.2%


12
1.9%

Police (Emergency)


80
12.8%

77
12.4%


61
9.8%

Police (Community)


77
12.4%

80
12.8%


117
18.8%

Coastguard



112
18.0%

16
2.6%


0
0.0%

No opinion


Have not used the service
Fire




7
1.1%


364
58.4%

Ambulance (Emergency) 

7
1.1%


335
53.8%

Police (Emergency)


14
2.2%


354
56.8%

Police (Community)


22
3.5%


296
47.5%

Coastguard



11
1.8%


436
70.0%

Question 53
Do you regard the police coverage of our parishes to be ?

Number of respondents to question 642. This is 92.8% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only

Good


27
4.2%

Reasonable 

168
26.2%

Poor


321
50.0%

No opinion 

126
19.6%

Further comments:

The problem with the Police is lack of actual police people on duty, not the quality of the personnel that we have. I have found them to be as helpful as they can be, given the conditions and guidelines under which they have to work (2)
The Police do what they can but with 7 police, working shifts and based at Lyme, they can’t police properly. We need regular “Bobbies on the beat”. For instance I complained about youngsters (under age) racing around on motorbikes, but the Police hadn’t the manpower to be around long enough to do anything.

No Police presence ever seen. (Whitchurch) Community Police always lost! (Fishpond) More police needed. There should be a weekly visit by the Police to the area.

I think it is appalling that our nearest Police Station (namely Lyme Regis) is not manned 24 hours. Policing in rural areas is almost non-existent. The Public cannot be blamed for thinking the Police have lost control of the fight against crime. Local Specials would be a good idea, with local knowledge, unfortunately the Police do not appear to want this. Perhaps they can come up with an answer to our falling confidence in them as we could well be heading for anarchy.

Neighbourhood Watch must not be intrusive into people’s privacy. Too much of it can become so.

Most theft and burglary originates from outside and is targeted. The Car Park on Langdon Hill is very bad for car theft.

Six weeks ago I phoned Lyme Regis Police when we had a theft. It was 10.30 p.m. I told them I was in the house on my own with two children, their answer was that I should wait until my husband arrived home. I phoned again ½ an hour later and they told me to clear everything up and wait for my husband. I feel our Police service is very poor!!

Question 54
Which, if any, of the following crimes and anti-social behaviour concern you in your area ?

Number of respondents to question 627. This is 90.6% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate

Theft & burglary


470
75.0%

Theft from cars


208
33.2%

Vandalism



113
18.0%

Speeding in the lanes


382
60.9%

Drunkenness



36
5.7%

Litter or rubbish dumping

284
45.3%

Old car dumping


283
45.1%

Not concerned about crime

20
3.2%

Question 55
Do you think that any of the following measures are needed ?

Number of respondents to question 555. This is 80.2% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate

Better consultation between police and local people 
244
44.0%

More visible police presence in villages


416
75.0%

Special constables or wardens in villages


201
36.2%

More neighbourhood watch schemes



157
28.3%

More drug and alcohol education



159
28.6%

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Question 56
What are your views on the standard of the following public services in our area ?

Number of respondents to question 640. This is 92.5% of those filling in the Personal Section

Good


Reasonable

Poor

Road and lane maintenance



29
4.5%

165
25.8%

420
65.6%


Clearing of drains and ditches


30
4.7%

166
25.9%

407
63.6%


Road sweeping




36
5.6%

178
27.8%

286
44.7%


Winter weather service (ice and flooding)

41
6.4%

201
31.4%

261
40.8%


Road bank & verge cutting



80
12.5%

287
44.8%

213
33.3%


Refuse collection




418
65.3%

162
25.3%

37
5.8%

BT telephone line service



309
48.3%

223
34.8%

59
9.2%

T.V. reception





243
38.0%

193
30.2%

174
27.2%


Radio reception




249
38.9%

213
33.3%

120
18.8%


Mains water supply




339
53.0%

153
23.9%

38
5.9%

Mains gas supply




15
2.3%

5
0.8%

84
13.1%


Mains electricity supply



372
58.1%

193
30.2%

41
6.4%

No opinion

Road and lane maintenance



7
1.1%

Clearing of drains and ditches


14
2.2%

Road sweeping




73
11.4%

Winter weather service (ice and flooding)

65
10.2%

Road bank & verge cutting



22
3.4%

Refuse collection




3
0.5%

BT telephone line service



16
2.5%

T.V. reception





8
1.3%

Radio reception




20
3.1%

Mains water supply




50
7.8%

Mains gas supply




179
28.0%

Note: the number ticking “poor” for gas

Mains electricity supply



7
1.1%

is because they cannot get a supply!

Further comments:

What refuse collection?

I would like the Parish Council to exert more pressure on the WDDC and DCC to do more work and promptly to fill in potholes and keep the roads in better condition. Also to side draining so that water can run into the drains and not down the middle of the roads (1). Surface water drains in Verriotts Lane collapsed. After 18 months of pestering Highways sent an Engineer. He said new drains would be laid and a bund fitted to prevent debris blocking them up. Although some men dug out gullies nothing has happened another 18 months later!

Flooding in lanes gives real concern as it has already seriously damaged 2 cars I owned (1). Potholes have damaged my car (3)  Holes left until they nearly break your wheels off, or belly out the car. Worst ones near Fishponds (1).
The B3165 road runs along our property, which floods when we have heavy rain. The surface water then flows down our drive damaging same, and causing many ruts and pot holes. No one seems to bother when we have approached the Council (1). Side draining of roads to enable water to run into drains instead of running across the road which freeze in cold weather (3)
Country lanes are in danger of turning into tracks unless major works carried out soon. Found big holes in the road in Charmouth Forest (1). Roads are bad with pot holes (4) The general maintenance of our roads and lanes is abysmal. The drains may be cleared at intervals, but if the roads are not swept occasionally the drains get blocked again (2). In spite of reporting potholes to the highways department, not a blind bit of notice is taken of the information. (1) The state of the lanes in Fishponds is a disgrace because of lack of maintenance and repair. Road drains fill up very quickly. We have to empty them ourselves to avoid flooding. Elderly ladies who pay high Council Tax should not have to do this (1) I realise the DCC has great problems in lane maintenance but I am distressed that so often, the jobs are sloppily done and the problem only solved for a short while (1).

The maintenance of the A35 and other main roads is good. The maintenance of the lanes is reasonable to poor, but considering the advent of more extreme weather and the more rapid run-off from fields and springs, and the large mileage of lanes involved, it is to be expected.

The road from White Gates B3165 to Wootton is poorly maintained and wet. It badly needs level passing places within sight of each other (2). Condition of Stonebarrow Lane is very bad due to pressure of use by cars, and water damage (2). 

The whole of Verriotts Lane and Love Lane should be adopted.

Some form of drainage is needed in Sun Lane where water pours downhill most of the year and becomes a skating rink in winter, causing access and exit problems to some properties.

Banks are cut too early – no allowance made for re-seeding (1). Banks are not cut back soon enough after wild flowers have died off (2). The flowers seem more important than people’s lives. (e.g. unsafe for children to ride bikes in the lane) (1) Sensitive Verge/Bank cutting. Not the untimely, seasonally insensitive butchery of recent years.

We need more laid hedges (1). Hedges badly overgrown from Whitechurch Canonicorum Cross Roads to Pitt Farm entrance. Hedge badly overgrown from B3165 above Bottle Inn, up behind 3 Counties Nursery, through to Holdscroft entrance. Hedge cutting including verges and banks should be carried out regularly. Just cutting one swathe along the bank causes the nettles to fall down and become even more of a nuisance – especially when the feed lorries go to Beerland Farm; I dislike being pushed into the nettles by them.

The Council, managed to do all the wrong things for conservation. The wonderful early summer wildflowers and grasses are massacred in their prime, causing, among other things, nesting birds to flee. In Autumn the berries are cut back before wild life can eat them, and the hedges are mutilated by mechanical cutters driven by people who know little about wild life. The few laid hedgerows are a joy. 

BT telephone line service - off the phone for 5 weeks.

Too much chlorine in the mains water supply.

Question 57
Would you be prepared to keep certain items separate from your refuse for recycling if a separate 

collection was made ?

Number of respondents to question 643. This is 92.9% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick one box only

Yes


597
92.8%

No


46
7.1%

Further comments

We feel very strongly that there should be mandatory separation of household rubbish and recycling bins (different colours) and a better Council collection of waste, devised to make use of paper, cans, glass, clothes etc collected. Furniture/household items that could be re-used should be collected by the charities etc. Reclamation of building materials encouraged (2). 

Question 58
In relation to public telephone boxes 

Number of respondents to question 359. This is 51.9% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate

Do you use a local telephone box?


65
18.1%

Is the telephone box vital for your village?

319
88.9%

I would like a telephone box in our village?

46
12.8%

Question 59
Is your area affected by any of the following nuisances/disturbances ?

Number of respondents to question 548. This is 79.2% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate

Mud or slurry on lanes




370
67.5%

Septic tank overflows





58
10.6%

Pollution of streams





93
17.0%

Hedges overgrowing lanes or pavements


266
48.5%

Noxious weeds e.g. Japanese Knotweed/Ragwort

231
42.2%

Bonfire smoke






80
14.6%

Stray dogs/dogs allowed to roam



93
17.0%

Target shooting or bird scarers



75
13.7%

Chain saws or other constant machinery noise

56
10.2%

Other: A35 traffic noise (6) Scramble bikes


45
8.2%

Low flying aircraft (2), dogs barking (4), Deer (8), Litter, Cat pollution (2), Large vehicles

Further comments:

Who wrote this question. Some rich town fool who wants to move to the countryside for peace and quiet!!!
Farmers leaving mud on roads making them extremely dangerous – isn’t this illegal, and if so why don’t the Police do something about it? (3) This is an agricultural area and mud is only to be expected on the roads (2). They try to keep the roads clear but it is difficult (1). The Char Valley is a rural, farming area. Mud and slurry on lanes is a natural concomitant and inconvenience and the nuisance minimal. Pollution of streams by litter is a problem – pollution of streams by slurry also, but not generally intentional or easily detected (1). Many farmyards in the area have run-off into ditches and streams with no apparent precautions to prevent this.

Hedges overgrowing lanes are not a major problem This is a rural area. Stricter enforcing of hedge cutting as hanging brambles in lanes are dangerous to walkers and riders. Brambles especially in the Bus Stop areas, as we have no street lights this is not at all nice.

People drive too fast around the lanes. Fast traffic on the A35.

The noise from the A35 road traffic is unbearable. Highways say we should get a whisper surface next time, but when? (2). Propose re-surfacing of the road from beginning of the Charmouth Bypass to the old tunnel Wootton Fitzpaine turning. Also plant more evergreen trees in the woodland verges and less thinning.

Noise from Stonebarrow Manor until 4 a.m. on occasions. Chain saws and machinery noise are a natural spin-off from modern gardening and farming practice.

We need local bylaws to restrict times at which the burning of refuse/garden rubbish is acceptable (2). Bonfire smoke – this nuisance can surely be solved by co-operation between neighbours (1). Chimney smoke. Pollution of the environment is a real threat to the countryside. Smoke from domestic chimneys (use of smokeless fuels).

The Fun Fair in Charmouth spoils the village for a large part of the summer. Noise and ugliness intrude in every way. Can this be looked into? They have permission from Planning Dept. but the noise/nuisance is increasing and many residents are finding it objectionable (1). I feel our villages should be protected as places of beauty and natural interest, not spoiled by catering for a minority of visitors who must have fairs, boot sales etc.(1). Notices on A35 advertising car boots in Charmouth.

Litter is a problem – particularly on beaches (1). Dog mess is heavily publicised but human litter not at all (1). We need litter bins and notices in the lanes for locals who drop most litter when passing through to next village (mainly folk who walk to work and people who empty their cans at stopping places).

Lanes on Hardown badly churned and pooled by vehicles.

Japanese Knotweed – have written to WDDC several times about this. They won’t tackle it properly (3). Yearly cutting of local Knotweed has no effect on controlling this noxious weed. I have, for several years, in my own time and at my own expense successfully controlled and eliminated large areas of Knotweed by frequent spraying. Ragwort – especially on Nat Trust property viz. Hardown Hill.

Numerous Leylandii trees are allowed to grow unchecked obscuring views and damaging walls.

Far too many deer – last year I spent pounds on veg. seeds only when growing fine, to be eaten by the deer. Day after day every garden in Fishpond had exactly the same thing happen. (2). Please advise as to what we can do (1). (Fishpond). Deer are an increasing problem roaming down lanes and damaging property and plants  (Morcombelake, Ryall and Stanton St Gabriel). Despite complaint nothing has been done. They are in need of culling. (4) (Morcombelake, Ryall and Stanton St Gabriel)

More control on CATS by owners.

CHILDCARE

Question 60
Does your community need any of the following childcare facilities ?

Number of respondents to question 105. This is 15.2% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate

More registered childminders

51
48.6%

After school clubs


72
68.6%

Holiday play scheme
 

66
62.9%

Further comment:

Have to use Lyme Regis After School Club.

SHOPPING 

Question 61
Where do you usually go for the following ?

Number of respondents to question 649. This is 93.8% of those filling in the Personal Section

Charmouth


Bridport


Lyme Regis

Food & household shopping

33
5.1%


347
53.5%


11
1.7%

Street market



3
0.5%


358
55.2%


0
0.0%

Farmers or WI market


4
0.6%


241
37.1%


0
0.0%

Clothes/personal shopping

1
0.2%


154
23.7%


3
0.5%

Prescription medicine


237
36.5%


209
32.2%


54
8.3%

Postal services



168
25.9%


118
18.2%


12
1.8%

Pensions/allowances


62
9.6%


48
7.4%


6
0.9%

Banking services


2
0.3%


370
57.0%


27
4.2%

Car/vehicle fuel


3
0.5%


151
23.3%


7
1.1%

Garage services


0
0.0%


134
20.6%


18
2.8%

Axminster


Morcombelake

Other or Don’t use

Food & household shopping

203
31.3%


6
0.9%


7.5%

Street market



29
4.5%


0
0.0%


39.8%

Farmers or WI market


29
4.5%


0
0.0%


57.5%

Clothes/personal shopping

25
3.9%


1
0.2%


71.5%

Prescription medicine


68
10.5%


0
0.0%


12.5%

Postal services



78
12.0%


209
32.2%


9.9%

Pensions/allowances


35
5.4%


74
11.4%


65.3%

Banking services


144
22.2%


8
1.2%


15.1%

Car/vehicle fuel


152
23.4%


228
35.1%


16.6%

Garage services


53
8.2%


137
21.1%


47.3%

POSTAL SERVICE

Question 62
How do you rate the postal service for your village ?

Number of respondents to question 634. This is 91.6% of those filling in the Personal Section

Good


Reasonable


Poor

Location of post boxes



435
68.6%

138
21.8%


36
5.7%

Delivery time





423
66.7%

156
24.6%


42
6.6%

Number of collections




322
50.8%

253
39.9%


22
3.5%

Speed of service




309
48.7%

228
36.0%


41
6.5%

Size of post box (will it take large envelopes?) 
163
25.7%

227
35.8%


166
26.2%

Postmen/women




567
89.4%

47
7.4%


3
0.5%

Further comment:

Too much mislaid mail! Postmen/women excellent.

LEISURE

Question 63
How often do you use the following sports facilities?

Number of respondents to question 605. This is 87.4% of those filling in the Personal Section

Weekly


Monthly

Occasionally

Never

Leisure Centre in Bridport

49
8.1%

16
2.6%

120
19.8%

395
65.3%

Leisure Centre in Lyme Regis

0
0.0%

2
0.3%

13
2.1%

528
87.3%

Leisure Centre in Axminster

14
2.3%

16
2.6%

54
8.9%

480
79.3%

Sports Club



24
4.0%

4
0.7%

10
1.7%

498
82.3%

Swimming Pool


57
9.4%

19
3.1%

132
21.8%

365
60.3%

Question 64
How often do you use the following arts or leisure facilities ?

Number of respondents to question 630. This is 91.0% of those filling in the Personal Section

Weekly


Monthly

Occasionally


Char Valley village pub or social club


90
14.3%

40
6.3%

164
26.0%

Cinema in Lyme Regis




0
0.0%

47
7.5%

326
51.7%

Arts Centre in Bridport



9
1.4%

29
4.6%

231
36.7%

Theatre in Bridport, Lyme Regis or Axminster
0
0.0%

3
0.5%

219
34.8%

Arts Reach event in a village hall


1
0.2%

10
1.6%

254
40.3%

Public or mobile library



64
10.2%

78
12.4%

157
24.9%

Never

Char Valley village pub or social club


280
44.4%

Cinema in Lyme Regis




218
34.6%

Arts Centre in Bridport



310
49.2%

Theatre in Bridport, Lyme Regis or Axminster
347
55.1%

Arts Reach event in a village hall


311
49.4%

Public or mobile library



293
46.5%

Question 65
How many times a month do you use the village halls ?

Number of respondents to question 626. This is 90.5% of those filling in the Personal Section

More than 10

6-10


1-5

Whitchurch Canonicorum village hall


1
0.2%

11
1.8%

73
11.7%

Wootton Fitzpaine village hall



4
0.6%

3
0.5%

30
4.8%

James Hargreaves hall at Morcombelake (URC) 
3
0.5%

10
1.6%

33
5.3%

Less often


Never

Whitchurch Canonicorum village hall


262
41.9%


215
34.3%

Wootton Fitzpaine village hall



185
29.6%


340
54.3%

James Hargreaves hall at Morcombelake (URC) 
144
23.0%


348
55.6%

Question 66
Are you satisfied with the following aspects of Whitchurch Canonicorum VillageHall ?

Number of respondents to question 304. This is 43.9% of those filling in the Personal Section

YES



NO

Heating



216
71.1%


76
25.0%

Cleaning



277
91.1%


21
6.9%

Lighting



250
82.2%


42
13.8%

Toilets




240
78.9%


47
15.5%

Kitchen



241
79.3%


47
15.5%

Maintenance of the building

216
71.1%


57
18.8%

Stage




204
67.1%


54
17.8%

Storage



131
43.1%


75
24.7%

Disabled access and toilet

122
40.1%


78
25.7%

Parking



277
91.1%


17
5.6%

Further comment:

Disabled access depends on whether the main door is open. The step is impossible at other door.
I believe that Whitchurch Canonicorum village hall should be knocked down and replaced by a new hall and 2 affordable rented accommodation units for local people. This would give the hall an income and the community a purpose-built hall of good proportions and appearance. I also think it should be built in local materials e.g. cob, stone etc.

We are very keen that the village hall (Whitchurch) should be thoroughly repaired, the kitchen to remain where it is, and the stage. We do not want to draw more people in from other villages (where they have halls of their own).

Question 67
Are you satisfied with the following aspects of Wootton Fitzpaine Village Hall ?

Number of respondents to question 197. This is 28.5% of those filling in the Personal Section

YES



NO

Heating



184
93.4%


6
3.0%

Cleaning



185
93.9%


2
1.0%

Lighting



177
89.8%


12
6.1%

Toilets




165
83.8%


19
9.6%

Kitchen



174
88.3%


8
4.1%

Maintenance of the building

175
88.8%


2
1.0%

Stage




173
87.8%


3
1.5%

Storage



128
65.0%


24
12.2%

Disabled access and toilet

124
62.9%


12
6.1%

Parking



185
93.9%


1
0.5%

Further comments:

Wootton Fitzpaine Village Hall. Size and atmosphere very good.

Question 68
Are you satisfied with the following aspects of James Hargreaves (URC) Morcombelake Village Hall ?

Number of respondents to question 181. This is 26.2% of those filling in the Personal Section

YES



NO

Heating



55
30.4%


104
57.5%

Cleaning



117
64.6%


38
21.0%

Lighting



88
48.6%


65
35.9%

Toilets




31
17.1%


123
68.0%

Kitchen



63
34.8%


92
50.8%

Maintenance of the building

33
18.2%


104
57.5%

Stage




45
24.9%


72
39.8%

Storage



34
18.8%


78
43.1%

Disabled access and toilet

22
12.2%


108
59.7%

Parking



22
12.2%


149
82.3%

Further comments:

Morcombelake URC Hall. Although the facilities are poor, and hopefully will improve, it is still a useable and much loved hall. It is a really friendly true community centre, unlike some of the other halls which go in for mainly big events.

When the A35 was improved in width the Morcombelake Reading Room was demolished. The money was invested for a Morcombelake village Hall, but instead went to help buy the Whitchurch, Morcombelake & Ryall Hall. WE NEED HELP to buy the old URC hall, and we now need the support of Whitchurch people to give us a village hall, just as we provided money for theirs (1).

Morcombelake needs its own village hall. The Whitchurch hall is too far away for Morcombelake residents who cannot walk far or do not drive. Morcombelake is a bigger village than Whitchurch and that alone should justify our own hall. The Parish Council should respond to the clearly expressed views of Morcombelake residents and support Morcombelake in its attempts to buy the James Hargreaves Community Hall (4). If Morcombelake Village Hall has to go for structural reasons, replace it with a small Green and Pavilion/Reading Room. (1) 

Our community needs a re-furbished village hall, to serve as a small meeting room/history room (1).

Morcombelake Hall all needs more funds for upgrade and maintenance for social use.

Although facilities in the URC Hall are not ideal, they are adequate given the present circumstances (1). I will use the Hall more when it is renovated(1). Local facilities MUST be retained not lost. The toilet facilities at James Hargreaves (URC) Hall are a disgrace. Also, the kitchen facilities are totally inadequate for these sorts of functions (1).

We think the Whitchurch, Morcombelake and Ryall area need a really decent Village Hall/Community Centre/Sports with parking on the A35. The URC Hall area is too small and the Whitchurch Hall is too far off the beaten track to draw in “passing trade” to events. If the Hall was on the A35 in Morcombelake then the occupants of the old people’s bungalows could attend events easily. (1).

Evening attractions at the Hall in Morcombelake for people that have to drive to the venue, have nowhere to park, therefore we do not attend a performance that otherwise we would (1).

As both Whitchurch and Morcombelake halls have been turned down by the Lottery and the former stands liable to close without proper funds, it seems thoroughly irresponsible to try to raise money for both. The Whitchurch Hall is larger, offers good parking and is not far from Morcombelake, so I believe the James Hargreaves project should be abandoned, and the community effort directed to saving, and if possible improving Whitchurch.

The lack of parking facilities at the URC Hall is crucial, as the lane is often filled with cars, which could cause a serious situation for service vehicles, fire, ambulance and police. This has already happened on one occasion.

We don’t need Morcombelake Hall as we already have the “Whitchurch, Ryall and Morcombelake Hall” at Whitchurch. (3) Refurbish the hall at Whitchurch (1).

Reasons for dissatisfaction with both Whitchurch and URC Halls stems from chronic lack of funding for these essential and complementary facilities (1). 

Question 69
Which village halls do you use for the following social/entertainment activities ?

Number of respondents to question 405. This is 58.5% of those filling in the Personal Section

Whitchurch

Wootton

Morcombelake
Charmouth



Canonicorum

Fitzpaine

Fundraising events


153
37.8%

83
20.5%

64
15.8%

7
1.7%

Yoga or keep-fit


4
1.0%

8
2.0%

24
5.9%

10
2.5%

Short mat bowls


15
3.7%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

Education/art/craft classes

26
6.4%

9
2.2%

37
9.1%

4
1.0%

Local history group


7
1.7%

41
10.1%

11
2.7%

0
0.0%

Concerts & plays


142
35.1%

34
8.4%

1
0.2%

2
0.5%

Dances or discos


85
21.0%

19
4.7%

0
0.0%

6
1.5%

Private parties



97
24.0%

67
16.5%

0
0.0%

5
1.2%

W.I. or similar group


44
10.9%

20
4.9%

3
0.7%

2
0.5%

Whist Drive



14
3.5%

12
3.0%

1
0.2%

1
0.2%

Other, meetings etc.


15
3.7%

9
2.2%

11
2.7%

1
0.2%

Question 70
If you do not take part in any leisure activities, is it because ?

Number of respondents to question 305. This is 44.1% of those filling in the Personal Section*** see below, and statistics only apply to first six replies.
Tick more than one box if appropriate

Do not want to



211
69.2%

Access problems (physical)

11
3.6%

No transport



19
6.2%

Too expensive



22
7.2%

Poor publicity



57
18.7%

Unsuitable hours


53
17.4%

Work or family commitments 
***Numerous. Sorry, a programming mistake means that this question was missed out of the statistics, but it was one of the most frequently ticked answers.

Question 71
Where do you usually get information about events taking place in the local area ?

Number of respondents to question 617. This is 89.2% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate

Notice Board





341
55.3%

Marshwood Vale Benefice magazine (blue)

246
39.9%

Marshwood Vale Magazine



181
29.3%

Local paper





433
70.2%

Post Office





175
28.4%

Library






39
6.3%

Other:
The Diary (2), URC Magazine (2)

91
14.7%


School Letters, Local Society info.


Fly posting, Word of Mouth (31), the Pub

Question 72
Does your community need any of the following ?

Number of respondents to question 574. This is 82.9% of those filling in the Personal Section

YES


NO


DON’T KNOW

New village hall




58
10.1%

314
54.7%

43
7.5%

Refurbish the existing hall



242
42.2%

138
24.0%

65
11.3%

Small meeting room/local history room

56
9.8%

190
33.1%

106
18.5%

Computer/internet access point


109
19.0%

152
26.5%

118
20.6%

New village shop/Post Office



185
32.2%

185
32.2%

56
9.8%

Hard tennis court or other sports facility

144
25.1%

146
25.4%

92
16.0%

Bus shelters on A35




227
39.5%

93
16.2%

106
18.5%

Parish Council office or information point 

82
14.3%

174
30.3%

107
18.6%

Tourism information point 



96
16.7%

191
33.3%

78
13.6%

Parish Council newsletter


 
215
37.5%

99
17.2%

88
15.3%

Community website




116
20.2%

142
24.7%

104
18.1%

New notice board




114
19.9%

179
31.2%

89
15.5%

Further comments:

(Whitchurch Canonicorum). Signs on the main A35 giving directions for our famous Church and shrine. Large notice board with extensive map giving house names and numbers to help visitors and delivery persons. Much needed: a map of the village showing all farms by name on view outside the Village Hall. (house names too if possible). So many delivery vans and tourists ask the way!

Would like a tennis court in Whitchurch.

Replace bus seat at Morcombelake it is broken  (2) (Jubilee project?)

A bus shelter in Morcombelake would make bus travel more attractive in wet weather.

Provide street lighting on the A35 in Morcombelake. We would then walk to the Ship Inn and save using the car uneconomically and harming the environment for a short journey.

(Morcombelake Ryall and Stanton St Gabriel) We are very happy with the existing village shop/PO, but it may well be that the shop owner would prefer different or larger premises (1). We already have an excellent village shop/PO. This must be supported. (3)

THE VILLAGE CHURCHES

Question 73
Is the village church important to you for ?

Number of respondents to question 620. This is 89.6% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate

Sunday worship



184
29.7%

Baptisms, weddings and funerals

300
48.4%

As a focal point for the community

244
39.4%

As an historic building



348
56.1%

As a quiet place to think


182
29.4%

Every place should have one


214
34.5%

For concerts




91
14.7%

Not important to me



125
20.2%

Further comment:

I do not attend St Gabriel’s Church but that does not mean I do not consider it important.

I attend Sunday worship in Chideock Catholic Church, but sometimes funerals etc in Whitchurch, and use it as a place for reflection.

Question 74
What other activities could your church building be used for ? 

Whitchurch Canonicorum Village & Vale. Responses: 13

Four seasonal gatherings, thanking God for our lives within the Vale but mostly having a village gathering and mixing of neighbours, not a Church service as such. Religious theatre productions (2). Plays. Flower festivals. Concerts (4) instead of village hall – why have both? (1). Art work displays, village children displays, local events relating to spiritual or creative side of people.

Nothing. Not as a coffee drinking place. Coffee mornings (2). Clubs. Committee meetings in rear. Community building now possible with alterations. Drop in centre – meeting place (3). Post Office, Information Point, and visiting place for Police, Social Services and all local services.

Fishpond and Abbotts Wootton. Responses: 7

Village meeting place. (4). Village “socials” for new inhabitants to get together and meet other villagers. Flower festivals. A community resource. We do have parties after some services. Concerts.

Morcombelake, Ryall & Stanton St Gabriel. Responses: 41

I want my Church to remain quiet and tranquil where I can go in at any time and pray and give my thoughts to God. Not a building used for general entertainment. None (5) Church services, nothing else. Evening song (2) Anything, as long as it does not detract from its main function of being a Church.

The nave of St Gabriels Church could be modified as in other village churches, to provide a Hall. There is space beyond the present vestry to allow the erection of a kitchen, cloakroom and toilet. If the hoped for Lottery money for the URC Hall should not be forthcoming, this might be considered a much less costly alternative. No facilities, make other activities difficult/not suitable (3). None as it is. If it had an attached room or hall and toilets, several probably. Very little. Poor access. Traffic noise (2) It is used. Meetings, coffee, Friendship Groups. Welcome base for young people and families

Meetings (4) All types of group activity and meetings, other social / WI events as an alternative to URC Hall (2) Fundraising events, community events. Debates. Concerts/music/bellringing/choral or serious events (9)  Exhibitions (3) Arts festivals/events (4) Car Park! School events (3) Child activities (2)
Wootton Fitzpaine & Monkyon Wyld. Responses: 19

No other change required. As it stands, none. Not in the right place to be used. Doubtful whether it could even be converted into a house.  Would think not cost effective to alter. Village Hall is the main meeting place.

Meetings (2) Teas/socials  Lists of places where community help can be found. Community centre (2) 

Tourist/visitor information. Exhibitions (3). If the nave pews were removed and replaced with folding or stacking chairs (1) Local history room. Mat bowls, ping-pong  Cinema. Concerts (7) but owing to the scattered community, doubtful (1) Too small for concerts and we have a splendid village hall A choral society/singing practice (2) Flower festivals. Playgroups/creche (3)

Stonebarrow Lane, Bellair & Fernhill. Responses: 2

None. Musical events.

Question 75
Are you happy with the maintenance of the burial grounds in churchyards and cemeteries ?

Number of respondents to question 445. This is 64.3% of those filling in the Personal Section

Good


Reasonable

Poor

Whitchurch Canonicorum Churchyard

180
40.4%

83
18.7%

3
0.7%

Wootton Fitzpaine Cemetery



105
23.6%

41
9.2%

0
0.0%

Stanton St Gabriel Churchyard


40
9.0%

47
10.6%

9
2.0%

Morcombelake (URC) Churchyard


32
7.2%

36
8.1%

18
4.0%

Fishpond Churchyard




50
11.2%

13
2.9%

2
0.4%

Monkton Wyld Burial Ground



53
11.9%

12
2.7%

0
0.0%

Further comment:

Some of the headstones (old) are leaning badly – who would be responsible for re-erecting? (Morcombelake, Ryall and Stanton St Gabriel)

THE CHAR VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE

Question 76
How important are the following attributes/features of our countryside to you?

Number of respondents to question 636. This is 91.9% of those filling in the Personal Section

Very important
Fairly important
Not very important

Living in an AONB




525
82.5%

81
12.7%

20
3.1%

The Heritage/Jurassic Coast



268
42.1%

204
32.1%

104
16.4%

The National Trust open spaces


425
66.8%

122
19.2%

49
7.7%

The existing landscape



524
82.4%

75
11.8%

18
2.8%

Wild flower banks and verges in our lanes

505
79.4%

85
13.4%

23
3.6%

Wild flowers in meadows



499
78.5%

101
15.9%

18
2.8%

The network of footpaths and bridleways

440
69.2%

118
18.6%

43
6.8%

Charmouth Forest 




372
58.5%

154
24.2%

53
8.3%

Hedgerow trees




450
70.8%

119
18.7%

29
4.6%

Question 77
How can we best protect the above features of our countryside ?

Number of respondents to question 259. This is 37.4% of those filling in the Personal Section

Planning

Urgent, wide reaching forward plans. (9) Strict observation of the Planning Regulations for AONBs. (45) Remain vigilant against farming development on industrial lines. Planning enforcement needed.
Watch out for invasion of mobile phone masts. Dangerous and ugly. No masts as at Chideock/Morcombelake.

Restrict caravan sites (2). Hide/disguise long-stay caravan sites. Paint caravans green.

Better control over tree felling contractors.

Roads

Answers to do with roads have been placed under “Further Comments”in Question 46

Very large number of answers about wildflowers on banks and verges. Further discussions with DCC and Dorset Wildlife Trust on cutting policy needed.

Farming/tourism and countryside maintenance.

Central and Local Government awareness/recognition of Countryside per se.

Perhaps one person on each Parish Council should take particular responsibility and organise a local meeting, to discuss any needs or problems.

Having been lucky enough to travel a great deal, I still know nothing more beautiful than the sweep of coast between Lyme and Portland on a clear summer day. I deplore it being made a World Heritage Site because I suspect it will mean many more tourists. Some of the same people who asked for this, continue to block badly needed improvement to the local infrastructure especially the A35 between Bridport and Charmouth.

By organic farming where possible, and protective legislation. (3) Leave to people who understand the countryside (6) Maintain a working community (2). By not protecting them! Leave to nature and local farmers (7). Subsidy/support to farmers (16). By encouraging a greater uptake of Countryside Stewardship Scheme by local farmers (we are in a target area) (6) Ensure a viable agriculture and countryside economy. Fox hunting helped with bridleways; unless used they have to be cleared and this costs money.(3) Making hay not silage to help birds and animals. Sensitive management of countryside avoiding over use.(3)

Strict controls over use of herbicides, insecticides, pollutants. Cut down on chemical farming (4) Fines on pollution (chemical and noise). (2) 

Do not allow the National Trust to grab everything they can lay their hands on. Get the National Trust to buy. National Trust should clear Ragwort from Hardown and Stonebarrow Hill and clear more gorse which is encroaching on many areas. Use NT expert advice on maintaining the countryside. Actively support Dorset Wildlife Trust (1) and National Trust (2). Support the organisations devoted to the protection of the countryside. Transfer any money going to CAP to rural conservation. More Countryside Rangers to inspect the countryside and report back. (5) Poor stewardship of NT sites e.g. Langdon Woods.

Protect and restore hedgerows. (2). Stop removing hedges. (3) Encourage farmers to allow odd trees to grow up when hedge cutting. Plant more areas of deciduous woodland.

Keep people out (4) Try to ensure that the development of tourism is sensibly planned. Stop encouraging tourism. (7)
Encourage sustainable local and rural employment, not reliant on tourism. Stop desecrating the landscape with tourist attractions, i.e. tacky kiosks, cafes at West Bay/Lyme. Manage car access/parking for visitors.

Increase tax on 2nd homes to keep outsiders away.(2) The old inhabitants were the true protectors of the countryside. I can only hope that the new locals will follow in their footsteps and fit in with the smooth running of village life.

Better control and instruction of ramblers. Better maintenance of footpaths (3) Mark paths clearly (2). Protection of coast from erosion. Stop walking on the cliffs. Charge a toll to ramblers. Limit use of footpaths.

Walk around and keeping watch on things. Pick up litter. No guns please. Everybody to do their share of upkeep. (3) More community conservation projects (2). Active interest and personal involvement. (3)
Litter

Take litter home.(5) Litter bins in parking areas & lay-bys e.g. by Frodshams. Better roadside litter/rubbish removal. (2) especially in lanes. More signs re removal of dog waste from beauty spots e.g. Stonebarrow. (3) More penalties for fly tipping.

Education/Information

Make it accessible, and education to improve sensitive use e.g. boards and leaflets. Information on TV and radio. Publish a countryside code of conduct. Educating people in countryside values. (11) Making people more aware of what we could lose. (5) Education in schools. (2). Taking on area of each local paper publication and educating people about it. Make people aware they should not pick/destroy wild flowers (2).
Question 78
If you experienced difficulties when using local footpaths and bridleways, which if any, of the following 

difficulties did you find?

Number of respondents to question 307. This is 44.4% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate 

Locked gates




77
25.1%

Barbed wire




102
33.2%

Crops across path



95
30.9%

Bushes/nettles



169
55.0%

No signposts




119
38.8%

Electric fences




97
31.6%

No dog hatches on stiles


73
23.8%

Gates too difficult for horse riders 

46
15.0%

Motorbikes or cyclists on paths

30
9.8%

Other: Sign/map discrepancies,

54
17.6%

Walkers not keeping to path, Gates left open, Cliff falls, Obstructive farmers, Footpaths through farmyards not marked and sometimes obstructed or signposts removed, Re-routed/closed paths (2), Broken stiles (3). Un-openable gates, Gate catches & stiles difficult for elderly, Stiles too high, Dog fouling (3), Cattle churning up paths.

Further comments:

There is a major need to ensure footpaths are signed other than at road entry.

Re-opening of coastal footpaths between Lyme and Stonebarrow and one at the foot of Stonebarrow Lane to the beach.

Leisure need requires investigation of possibilities of permissive bridleways to avoid young riders using lanes to achieve circuits.

Gates being left open and cattle getting out when you get several ramblers strung out, and the first ones open a gate and carry on walking, and the last in the group come through minutes later not knowing if the gate should be open or shut. Hence gates now chained.

Dog hatches on stiles please.

Question 79
Wildlife survey

(71% of electors took part in this survey. The percentages below, are of those who took part).

Mammals
Deer


579
83.7%

Wild Flowers
Early purple orchid

220
31.8%

Fox


540
78.0%

(growing wild)
Daffodil


568
82.0%

Badger


523
75.6%



Primrose


609
88.0%

Otter (or signs)
29
4.2%



Cowslip


414
59.8%

Hare


184
26.6%



Foxglove


553
79.9%

Stoat or weasel
209
30.2%



Bluebell 


499
72.1%

Birds

Buzzard

569
82.2%

Insects

Dragonfly/damsel fly

504
72.8%

Peregrine falcon
151
21.8%



Hornet



358
51.7%

Raven


209
30.2%



Ladybird


542
78.3%

Heron


295
42.6%



Grasshopper


458
66.2%

Owl (or heard)

526
76.0%



Tortoiseshell butterfly

448
64.7%

Thrush


498
72.0%



Peacock butterfly

391
56.5%

Snakes,
Grass Snake

206
29.8%

Lizards,
Adder


126
18.2%

Frogs 

Slow worm

332
48.0%

Lizard


133
19.2%

Toad


434
62.7%

Frog


458
66.2%

OUR FUTURE COMMUNITY

Question 80
How would you like your area to develop ?

Number of respondents to question 639. This is 92.3% of those filling in the Personal Section

Tick more than one box if appropriate

As a working community


226
35.4%

As a farming community


360
56.3%

As a tourist centre



74
11.6%

As a mixed age community


419
65.6%

As a retirement community


6
0.9%

To stay generally as it is


384
60.1%

None of these




2
0.3%

GENERAL COMMENTS

I live on the Dorset/Devon border, Axminster is my focal point and being in an isolated position, my viewpoint is not a gregarious one.  This questionnaire focuses on community village life, Church, PO, Village Hall, Shops, streets, housing etc. I live in isolation and there are many around here who are also isolated, not in spirit, but physically, and communication is the No 1 priority in knowing who to communicate with, and about what. Police, roads, rubbish etc. There should be feed back about what has been achieved.

Local communities need more support from Parish Council to achieve improvements by means of financial incentives or local grants matched by villages (1). Assist future of Village Halls, help local POs by reduction of taxes (1).

Encourage every household to recycle more by giving a discount on Council Tax for less rubbish to be collected each week by the Council.

We would like the Char Valley Council to invite the Seavington Hunt to have a meet at Whitchurch Village Hall, and to fund this as necessary.

Whitchurch is a conservation village, a fact that many residents have forgotten or are unaware. The state of the road and verges etc in the village is terrible, the area around the monument and the Church gate is particularly bad. Many visitors come to see our lovely historic Church and the impression they get makes one feel ashamed. I would like to see the area improved by its residents and the Council.

Although long, this is a good quality and well thought out questionnaire. Very good idea, this survey. I hope it leads to actions. 

It is a wonderful beautiful place to live! I was brought up in Bridport and now come back. It feels like home! (1). We must remember how lucky we are to live in such a beautiful place, how would we feel if placed in an inner city suburb. We are lucky particularly as the village respects privacy and yet cares about us when we need it. I hope I never take living here for granted. I know this sounds condescending, but some seem to resent living here and yet every day is so special (1)
More information is needed for urban dwellers using this area for holidays or weekend visits. Their lack of consideration for the permanent resident of the area tends to reflect ignorance of the ways of rural life than anything ill-meaning. Consequently much more information needs to be made easily available to visitors to enhance an understanding of our way of life. This might help diminish such problems as cars driven too fast on narrow lanes with hands on hooters, walking or driving with radios blaring, barbecues and fireworks near thatched cottages, inconsiderate parking. These are some of the problems I experience.

We are a 3-member household with one young adult at university for 30 weeks a year. We all feel strongly about the lack of coherent policies between Councils and would encourage a long-term holistic planning policy which looks at the need to keep young people in work and in housing in the area with good public transport and schools, hospitals etc. I would encourage the de-trunking of the A35 and a tourism and environment policy similar to that in the Lake District National Park where regulations look at things like road policies, electricity supply cables underground etc. This means communicating beyond the limits of the Parish Council in order to broaden the sense of identity to at least the area between Bridport and Lyme Regis. 

Badgers and other wildlife: we should have crossing tunnels built under roads when resurfacing or other work takes place.

All vehicles with tanks (oil, sewage) should have hoses long enough to roll out into narrow/private house access lanes so that damage is not being done to property/verges.

Too many decisions are taken by people who live, but do not work in the area. Who will be left to look after the showpiece for rich and retired people?

COUNCIL TAX COMMENTS

I am quite concerned about yet another steep rise in rates. When we moved here from Bedfordshire to a same band house, we paid the same amount there as here, but in spite of the fact that in Bedfordshire we were given a Wheelie bin and a bag for recycling, here we have nothing. We also do not have street lights or gritting. I think second home owners should pay the same rates as everyone else.

We feel farmers are penalised because they have no say in the size of house they live in!! Do you know of many small farm 

houses in the Marshwood Vale?

High Council Tax – what am I paying for, certainly not policing, roads, lighting, emergency services etc.

We pay £112.00 a month to the Roof Tax. We only get dustbin collection and one bad hedge/verge cut. The money will go up about now and how can people go on paying so much? (Fishpond)

Why is our Community Charge so high? We have very few amenities – just rubbish collection and water (3). No Police patrol, no mains drainage, no speed cameras, only a 40 mph speed limit (Chideock has 30 mph). We have waited over 50 years for a main drainage system. No bypass in spite of increase in traffic and size of lorries. Our Council Tax should be greatly reduced because we are living in a noisy, dangerous village. (Morcombelake)

In the year 2002, Morcombelake, only 4 miles from Bridport and 21/2 miles from Charmouth is still without Main Drainage, Gas, Street Lighting or a 30 mph limit on our stretch of the A35. The only time we see (or hear) the Police is when there is an accident on the A35. Has modern society forgotten we even exist? But we still pay our Council Taxes as normal and yet again they have gone up by £100 p.a. Morcombelake does exist, we are not part of Chideock, Charmouth or Bridport.

Rates. We both consider all second homes should pay rates in FULL (2). I consider that vacant premises and second homes should be fully rated and the increased revenue put to building affordable housing to rent or for shared equity (1).

There is quite a lot of perceived hostility to owners of 2nd homes at the moment, particularly as local people find it more difficult to find affordable housing. This is much more to do with the lack of new building of Council houses and the Right-to-Buy. Second home owners should not be made a scapegoat and blamed for these problems. As a 2nd home owner I would like to make the following points: 

1. We make minimal demands on local services, hence it is fair that we pay reduced Council Tax.

2. When we visit, 6-8 times a year, we spend money in the local economy. We have also used local people to help maintain and improve the property.

3. We allow friends to use the cottage for holidays for about 4 months of the year. These are people who could not otherwise afford a holiday, we make only a minimal charge to contribute to heating etc.

4. We love the area, and  always return to our main home and jobs refreshed from walking in the magnificent countryside.

Band D Council Tax comparison as follows:

Char Valley £995.76
no amenities.

Chideock £995.93
extra 17p for 30 mph speed limit, speed cameras, main sewerage, street lamps and a village hall.

Bridport £1,065.96
extra £70.20 speed limit, pedestrian crossings, halls and clubs, street lighting, main drainage, 

parking, buses, cleaned roads

Allington 991.90
£4.03 LESS than Char Valley with all the amenities for Bridport.

CHAR VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL

YOUTH SURVEY RESULTS

Total number of children and teenagers who took part in this survey:
100

Number of households from which they came:
57

(11.6% of all households in Char Valley Parish Council)

Question 1
Where does your household live ?

Please note, these areas do not correspond to individual Parish boundaries.

Whitchurch Canonicorum Village and Vale

4
7.0%

Fishpond and Abbott’s Wootton


5
8.8%

Morcombelake, Ryall and Stanton St Gabriel

14
24.6%

Wootton Fitzpaine and Monkton Wyld


27
47.4%

Stonebarrow Lane, Bellair, and Fern Hill

7
12.3%

Question 2
Girl or Boy?

Girl


40

Boy


60

Question 3
What age group do you belong to? 

5-7

26

8-11

31

12-15

31

16-18

12

Question 4
What is most important to you about living in your area ?

Answered by 99
Tick one box only

Relations live nearby


20

Friends live nearby


29

My school



8

Living in the countryside

21

Living near the sea


12

Other




1

Not sure



8

Question 5
Do you drive a?

Answered by 68
Tick more than one box if appropriate

Car


4

Motorbike

3

Scooter

6

Bicycle


64

Question 6
Where do you take part in the following activities outside school?

Answered by 90
Lyme Regis
Bridport
Charmouth
Axminster
Elsewhere

Football



4

3

4

1

3

Rugby Football


2

6

0

0

3

Tennis




0

5

12

2

3

Cricket




0

3

2

3

2

Sailing




9

0

0

0

4

Swimming



2

32

5

33

4

Judo/martial arts/self defence
0

6

0

2

0

Golf




1

2

0

0

1

Other




5

7

2

3

5

Question 7
What other outside activities do you take part in?

Answered by 81

Cycling



49

Of road cycling

14

Motorbike scrambling

3

Horse riding


24

Fishing



14

Shooting


6

Walking


51

Skateboarding


17

Other



7

Question 8
is the equipment in the children’s playground at Whitchurch Canonicorum?

Answered by 77

Good


19

Reasonable

13

Poor


5

No opinion

40

Question 9
is the equipment in the children’s playground at Wootton Fitzpaine?

Answered by 82
(survey took place before the renovations at Easter 2002)

Good


5

Reasonable

34

Poor


17

No opinion

26

Question 10
Any comments on playing fields, other play areas or village sports facilities?

Answered by 82

Whitchurch Village & Vale

Scramble, motorbike track.

We really need a basket ball hoop.

Fishpond and Abbotts Wootton

Not enough Motocross tracks
Morcombelake, Ryall and Stanton St Gabriel

It would be nice to have a play area/park in our area like the ones in Charmouth or Chideock so that we can walk to it.

There is a good park with football pitches in Charmouth.

Please can we have some facilities in Morcombelake (2)
To make a centre for playing table tennis &pool table (outside) like the park at Lyme Regis.

Have a badminton net to put up when you want to play in the village hall that can be put away afterwards (1) Badminton sessions in village hall (1)
A skate park would be good. If it was in Lyme Regis it could be used by everyone.

Any further youth facilities should be aimed at the older ones.

Wootton Fitzpaine and Monkton Wyld

It is nice to be able to meet friends for a game of football etc.

They are all right.

We like the car park, playing field, playground which are all in walking distance.

Could be better kept. Better equipment. Safety is poor and kids at risk. Football pitch is better kept.

More needed for older children.

There are not many facilities in Wootton and the park and playing fields are boring.

I don’t go to the playing fields, not very good sports facilities.

They should have a hockey club in Charmouth.

A public tennis court (2).

Wootton needs a see-saw and a climbing frame.

A slide would be welcome (2).

Stonebarrow Lane, Bellair and Fernhill

I don’t think there is enough play fields or sports facilities.

I think there could be more things in Charmouth playground.

Question 11
Which new clubs/activities for young people would you attend in your village hall, if they were provided?



Answered by 83

Tick more than one box if appropriate

Drama group

27

Art Club

38

Music/singing

21

Dancing

21

Disco


36

Computer Club
33

Table tennis

43

Short mat bowls
12

Question 12
How often do you take part in an activity in a village hall?



Answered by 97
Tick one box only

Once a week

4

Once a month

2

Occasionally

45

Never


46

Question 13
Where do you go to take part in the following social/entertainment activities?



Answered by 76

in the Char Valley
Lyme Regis
Bridport
Charmouth
Elsewhere

Amateur dramatics

4

0

4

0

12

Musical activities

1

5

10

2

11

Dancing/ballet


0

3

2

0

5

Disco



4

12

6

13

2

Scout/cubs


0

0

1

8

0

Guides/Brownies

1

0

0

7

1

Sea Scouts


0

0

0

0

0

Young Farmers’Club

2

0

1

0

1

Majorettes


0

0

0

0

1

Youth Club


0

0

1

6

0

Pony Club


1

0

0

0

6

Other



2

0

1

1

4

Question 14
Do you experience any of the following difficulties getting to social or after-school activities?

Answered by 46
Do not want to go

18

No transport


20

No one else to go with

7

Too expensive (taxis etc.)
11

No wheelchair access

0

Other



0

Question 15
How often do you use the following?

Answered by 96
Weekly

Monthly
Occasionally
Never

Cinema in Lyme Regis




3

18

66

4

Arts Centre in Bridport



2

2

25

43

Clubs in local towns




16

1

9

34

Art galleries in local towns



0

2

5

53

Theatre in Bridport, Lyme Regis or Axminster
0

3

29

30

Arts Reach event in a village hall


0

0

38

37

Public Library





10

7

36

26

Question 16
Would you use a mobile library service in your village if it came on Saturday or after school hours?

Answered by 96
Yes

50

No

17

Not sure
29

Question 17
Where do you get information about events taking place in the local area?

Answered by 96
Tick more than one box if appropriate

Notice board

49

Parish Magazine
13

Free paper

24

Local paper

47

Post Office

17

Library


6

School


79

Question 18
Does the Char Valley area require a?

Answered by 92






Yes

No

Don’t know

Newsletter with young people’s section
47

14

27

Website with young people’s section

42

14

22

Question 19
Would you be prepared to help with?

Answered by 88







Yes

No

Don’t know

Newsletter with young people’s section
11

44

28

Website with young people’s section

14

37

25

Question 20
Do you have access to good information or someone to talk to about any of the following?

Answered by 89
Good advice available

Don’t know where to go

No problem

School problems

55



3



27

Bullying


42



4



36

Family problems

32



5



43

Lack of friends


27



5



45

Drugs



28



1



49

Contraception


26



3



43

Health problems

44



2



34

Question 21
Do you have a personal computer?

Answered by 95
Yes

70

No

25

Question 22
Is your nearest village church important to you for?

Answered by 92
Sunday services


5

Sunday School



5

Baptisms, weddings and funerals
22

As an historic building


38

A quiet place to think


17

Every place should have one

22

For concerts



1

Other




4

Not important to me


35

Question 23
How important are the following features of the surrounding countryside to you?



Answered by 96

Very important
Important
Not very special
No opinion

Small woods



52

31

3


6

Charmouth Forest


44

28

7


12

Streams and rivers


49

35

3


6

Meadows and green fields

58

24

7


4

Wild flowers



46

27

13


7

Wild birds and animals

59

25

3


6

Farm animals



50

33

4


7

Beaches and cliffs


61

22

7


4

Jurassic Coast



46

21

9


18

National Trust open spaces

45

24

13


11

Question 24
Would you be prepared to help with any of the following?

Answered by 57
Protecting wildlife habitats

50

Clearing ponds


21

Surveying trees


19

Maintaining footpaths


18

Clearing litter and rubbish day
27
Comment: No, its dangerous Mum says.

Question 25
Can you answer the following questions about local footpaths and bridleways?

Answered by 90
Yes

No

No opinion

Do you know where the local paths are?

76

9

4

Can you use them without difficulty?


62

14

6

Are they well sign posted?



65

15

5

Do you know who to report any problems to?

17

65

3

Question 26
Would you like to see any of the following?

Answered by 75

Maps of local footpaths and bridleways

55

Leaflets of walks or rides available to buy

46

Footpath exploring days for young people

44

Wildlife/countryside days for young people

48

Question 27
Wildlife survey

Answered by 100

Mammals 
Deer



88


Wild Flowers 
Early purple orchid

26

Fox



77


(growing wild) 
Daffodil


94

Badger



69




Primrose


86

Otter (or signs)

10




Cowslip


59

Hare



35




Foxglove


84

Stoat or weasel

23




Bluebell 


88

Birds

Buzzard


85


Insects

Dragonfly/damsel fly

83
Peregrine falcon

24




Hornet



66

Raven



41




Ladybird


92

Heron



46




Grasshopper


83

Owl (or heard)


83




Butterfly


100

Thrush



76




Bumble bee


100

Snakes, 
Grass Snake


30
Lizards,
Adder



14
Frogs etc 
Slow worm


53

Lizard



12

Note: We think some of these “lizards” may have

Toad



69

been newts!

Frog



74

GENERAL COMMENTS

Whitchurch Village and Vale

Shop in Whitchurch. Build a fish & chip shop in Whitchurch. 

Village Church important to you? When dead.

Fishpond and Abbotts Wootton

Have a Post Office in Fishpond or Wootton, or even a little store because our nearest is Marshwood 3 miles away.

Public Transport buses coming through Fishpond because I find it difficult getting places. Fishpond and Marshwood need better transport.

Playing Field!!

Take the pylons away!
Morcombelake, Ryall and Stanton St Gabriel

More shops in Morcombelake.

I would like to put forward a proposal for a local bus shelter in Morcombelake for the No 31 bus in the middle of the village so that my hours spent there are not cold, wet and miserable while waiting for the bus.

No TETRA masts please

Wootton Fitzpaine and Monkton Wyld

I would like to see some events held in the Wootton Fitzpaine Village Hall/Club for young people aged 16-20 who live locally. Perhaps there could be, not necessarily live music, but music to encourage people to come. At the moment there are events sometimes for elderly people and children, but not for teenagers and young people. Perhaps these events could be held in the evening at weekends. To encourage people to come there should be food and drinks at the bar and maybe a skittles competition.

I have been to a couple of bingo nights held in the Club, and enjoyed that, but I don’t think that’s what young people would want to do. I think that if you want to see activities ask people of my age (17-18) to teach or assist rather than be taught. People may get more involved.

Would hate to be in a city, so sea and countryside matter. But work is hard to find and we will have to leave for a proper job when we leave school, as no work, nor cheap places to live around here. Will always come back, as this is home.

Stonebarrow Lane, Bellair and Fernhill

I think we should have more facilities for young people, like a skateboard park and some more shops that are just around the corner. I have to walk quite a long while to get to a corner shop. Also all the young people to get together once in a while and maybe get to know people a bit better. Thanks. 
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